So ranch space has been taken, up with our remarks on the withdrawal of the water-supply from the shipping, that we have little left for commenting upon Dr. Payne's report of 1st Julylast, to the Chairman of the Justices for Calcutta. However, we redeem the promise which we gave inour last issue, and in another place re-produce part of the report, as corrected by Dr. Payne.
We also insert in the correspondence columns a letter from him, and to both we direct the attention of our readers. Dr. Payne, while tracing the connection which exists between the decrease of cholera in Calcutta and the extension of the filtered water-supply* [September 1, 1S7G.
Br. Payne's report will well repay persual and careful attention, and few will disagree with his recommendations for the prevention of sickness, and for the removal of those undoubted nuisances which are a source of danger to all. Those tanks or pools of " concentrated filth," in which the native bathes, and with the water of which he rinses <?ut his mouth, clears his throat, and fills his stomach, should be closed first of all, and when this is done, we must supply him with the substitute of good water. It will be of no use to erect hydrants in the bustees and leave these tanks alone, for as the father did so will the son, and the bathing, rinsing, and drinking of the liquid sewage will go on as before. In the town of Calcutta, where clay or other suitable filling-up material cannot be had, Dr. Payne's recommendation to fill in with sweepings and refuse is the best that can be adopted. For a few days one and a new odour may be substituted for the old and familiar one, and the cry of " malaria" may be raised for a while in order to obstruct the carrying out of the measure ; but in a short time the new smell will have disappeared, no injury to health will have resulted, and by and bye the site of the old, polluted tank will have become a valuable one for building or other purposes.
